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SUB J : LABOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES THREATEN STRIKE 
REF: VALLETTA 1703 

1. EXECUTVE COUNCIL OF MALTA GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES UNION 
(MGEU) ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE ON OCTOBER 2 STATING THAT IT 
HAS UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED "TAKE WHATEVER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO 
ENSURE JUSTICE TO GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. AN ACTION COMMITTEE 
HAS BEEN SET UP TO MAKE ALL NECESSARY PREPARATIONS FOR 
INDUSTRIAL ACTION WHICH WILL BECOME INEVITABLE UNLESS THE EXISTING 
DEPLORABLE SITUATION IS IMMEDIATELY REMEDIED. IN THE COURSE OF 
THE PAST TWO YEARS GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HAVE HAD TO ENDURE A 
GENERAL SHABBY TREATMENT. AN UNWARRANTED AND UNJUSTIFIED FREEZE 
ON PROMOTIONS AND RECRUITMENT, BREACHES OF AGREEMENT ON THE 
PART OF GOVERNMENT AND AN EVER RISING COST OF LIVING WHICH HAS NOT 
BEEN MITIGATED BY AN ADEQUATE COST OF LIVING INCREASE. IN FACE 
OF ALL THIS THE UNION HAS DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS EXERCISED 
GREAT RESTRAINT. THE STAGE HAS HOWEVER BEEN REACHED WHEN ALL 
PRUDENCE, PATIENCE AND TOLERANCE HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED AND THE UNION 
WOULD BE BETRAYING THE TRUST OF ITS MEMBERS IF IT DID NOT TAKE THE 
NECESSARY ACTION TO LIFT THEM FROM THE INTOLERABLE STATE THEY 
ARE IN AT PRESENT." 
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2. COMMENT: AS INDICATED IN THE REFERENCED MESSAGE, DISCONTENT 
AMONG GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HAS BEEN BUILDING UP FOR SOME TIME AND 
SEEMS TO HAVE PEAKED FOLLOWING THE SUMMER SOLSTICE. IN FACT, THE MGEU 

IS SEVERAL WEEKS EARLY THIS YEAR IN THREATENING WIDESPREAD STRIKE 
ACTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. LAST YEAR'S CHALLENGE OCCURED 
AT THE END OF OCTOBER. THE ESTIMATED TWO THOUSAND MEMBERSHIP 
OF MGEU IS APPROXIMATELY HALF THE SIZE OF THE GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES SECTION OF THE GENERAL WORKERS’ 

UNION, WHICH IN MOST INSTANCES SUPPORTS THE PRESENT MALTA 
LABOR PARTY ADMINISTRATION. IT IS DOUBTFUL, THEREFORE, THAT THE 
MGEU COULD BRING THE GOM TO ITS KNEES. 
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